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10 Ways to Develop Positive Relationships with Your Class

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Greet every child before they enter the classroom. Using their name will ensure that they know that the greeting was for them.
2. Be fair. Children feel strongly about what they perceive as fair or unfair actions of others. Knowing that an adult will always be fair helps them to feel safe and protected. Having a set of shared non-negotiable class rules will help children to know what the expectations are and that there are boundaries in place.
3. Use lots of positive language and praise. Ensure that praise is specific so that the child understands what they have done well. 
4. If there is a need to reprimand a child, do so privately without an audience. Just keeping a child back for two minutes at break time to chat about an issue in class is often much more powerful and effective.
5. Smile at a child when they re-enter the classroom. This little action will make them feel welcome and valued.
6. At the end of each day, choose a child to be ‘Star of the Day’ as recognition for something a child has done well. This might be a child’s effort, improvements or a quality they have demonstrated. Keep a log so that you can track which children might be at risk of going unnoticed. 
7. Give every child a special responsibility in the classroom to enhance their feeling of belonging. Not only will the children will feel trusted and important, it is also helping them to develop life skills.
8. Find opportunities for children to have a voice and to share their thoughts or ideas. This can be achieved through group or partner discussions, recording on post-its or by feeding back to the class. Being interested in what children have to say will raise their confidence and self-worth.
9. Celebrate diversity. Encourage children to see that they are all special and have different strengths and abilities. Praise children for their efforts and positive traits so that they learn how valuable these are.
10. Create ways to make the day feel more special. This might be a curriculum linked game before lunch, some extra story time or mindful colouring time, taking the lesson outdoors, choosing a few children to share something about themselves e.g. their favourite book and why, what they had for dinner last night or how many pets they have. 
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